
 

Based on Ephesians 2:11-22 for Apr 14 2019  Page 1 of 2 

 

Peace: Week 4  
“Peace with God” 

 

Leadership Coaching 
The purpose of this content is to help you sharpen your skills as a Small Group Leader. 
Each week we will include concepts, challenges, and resources designed to assist you 
as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple yourself. 

Abiding grow as a disciple yourself 
• Reflect on your notes from the readings and sermons for this series on peace and 

ask yourself, “What does it mean to have peace with God? “ 

• Reflect on your “one person” for 2019. 

o Why did you choose this person? 
o How desperate are you for this person to be at peace with God? 
o Does this desperation show in your interactions with your one person? If 

not, why not?  
o What kind of relationship do you have with this person? 
o Do you have regular contact with this person? If not, why not? 
o Are you praying consistently for that person? If not, why not? 
o Have you had a gospel conversation with this person? If not, why not? 
o If you had a gospel conversation, has your relationship changed? If so, for 

better, or for the worse? If for the worse, what are you going to do now? 

Leading learn to facilitate your group more effectively.  
Read the story in Luke 23:32-49. 

• Sometimes we lack a sense of urgency about sharing the gospel with people in 
our lives who are on their way to hell. This story is a reminder of the price Jesus 
paid for our sins, the ramifications of rejecting His sacrifice, and the blessings a 
sinner receives when they repent and believe in the Person and work of Christ.  

• Some people in your group may be struggling with initiating or continuing a gospel 
conversation with their one person. Lead the group through sharing ideas on how 
to use the part of the story with Jesus and the two thieves in a gospel conversation 
(Luke 23:39-43). There are a couple of starter questions you may want to review 
beforehand so you feel comfortable facilitating the discussion.  

Shepherding know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 
• Remind the group to read and journal the daily readings, and to memorize and 

meditate on this week’s memory passage. 

• Ask the group to pray for each other as they initiate and continue gospel 
conversations with their one person. 

• Pray for your group to be honest about their fear, trepidation, and reluctance about 
their gospel conversations and to seek help from God to overcome these 
obstacles.  
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Group 
Opening [10 min] 

• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group 

• Review the small group guidelines 

Ask a hook question Ask a thought-provoking question to get the group focused [5 min] 

What is the most pressing need in your life right now? 

Share the background for the story Provide context by sharing what comes before 

the story in the Bible [1 min] After Jesus’ agonizing prayer in the garden of Gethsemane, 
He was arrested and taken to the high priest’s house where He was mocked and beaten. 
He was then sent to the Sanhedrin, then to Pilate, then to Herod, who then sent Him back 
to Pilate. Pilate intended to let Jesus go as part of his Passover tradition of releasing a 
prisoner to the Jewish people. But the people cried out for the criminal Barabbas to be 
released instead. So, Jesus was condemned to death. He was weak from the scourging 
and beatings, so a man named Simon was “volun-told” to bear Jesus’ cross to the 
crucifixion site. Jesus was then nailed to that cross and raised up between two thieves. 

Tell the story This week’s passage is Luke 23:32-49 [2 min] 
Rebuild the story Group members tell the story together based on what they remember 

[15 min] 

Read the story out loud Read the passage to see if anything was added or omitted  

[2 min] 

Discuss these questions This week’s passage Luke 23:32-49 [20 min] 
• Reflect on the readings and sermons from this series on peace and answer these 

two questions: [5 min] 

o What does it mean to have peace with God?  
o How does Jesus’ death make it possible for us to have that peace?  

• Read Luke 23:39-43. [15 min] 

o What did the first thief see as his most pressing need? Think about your 
“one person” for 2019. What would they say is their most pressing need? [5 

min] 

o What did the second thief see as his most pressing need? How did he 
come to this realization? [3 min] 

o Reflect on the answers from the previous two questions. How can you 
incorporate this part of our story into a gospel conversation with your one 
person? [7 min] 

Ask someone to retell the story Ask for a volunteer from the group [2 min] 

Closing [3 min] 

• Ask for a volunteer to learn and share next week’s story. Acts 7:51-60 [1 min] 

• As you close in prayer everyone should share how they are going to interact 
with their one person this week. [2 min] 
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